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Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
 
9th January 2012, 5.00pm to 7.00pm, Guildhall 
 
PRESENT    REPRESENTING 
 
Members of the Steering Group 
 
Vivien Bellamy    Community 
Howard Horsley   Community 
Liz Thomas   Community  
Cllr. Lesley Durbin   Much Wenlock Town Council 
Cllr. David Turner   Much Wenlock Town Council 
Cllr. Mike Grace   Much Wenlock Town Council 
Cllr. Robert Stuart  Much Wenlock Town Council 
Bob May    Community 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Simon Ross    Community 
Charles Teaney    Community 
Mary Jacobs    Community  
Gill Jones   Shropshire Council 
Cllr Milner Whiteman  Much Wenlock Town Council/Shropshire Council 
Mary Jacobs   Community 
Sara Botham   Shropshire Council 
 
MINUTE TAKER 
Wendy Burd   Much Wenlock Town Council 
 
1. Apologies 
 
Tim Coleshaw   Community  
Cllr Matthew Green  Much Wenlock Town Council 
Jake Berriman   Shropshire Council 
 
2. Minutes of 13th December 2011 
 
Approved subject to 3 small amendments noted by BM, CT.  
 
3. Review of Draft Project Schedule DT/CT 
It was agreed at previous NPSG meeting, 13th December 2011, to forward comments/suggestions re 
Draft Project Schedule to CT.  HH expressed concerns for the community to clearly understand what the 
issues of NP are.  Failure to do so will not only develop misconceptions but will lead the community to 
expectations that are unrealistic. 
 
Action -  BM/DT to meet to finalise document and brand it 
Action – Project Schedule to be uploaded to the web (DT)
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www.wenlockplan.org now has a calendar facility and it was suggested and agreed that key points from 
Project Plan to be added to the calendar (DT) 
 
4 & 5  Review of Engagement Strategy & Engaging the Volunteers, including feedback from meeting 
of 5th January MJ/SR 
 
15 volunteers attended the meeting, out of 45 invitations, together with 4 NPSG members 
(MJ/VB/MG/SR).  A photographer was not available although a written record of attendees was 
created.  Volunteers were given advice and information regarding the forthcoming road shows.  It is 
recognised that volunteer help needs to be directed in the right places and NPSG do not want to leave 
volunteers on their own. Crib notes were seen to be useful and folders with NP information will be 
available on the day with volunteers requested to encourage the community to visit the website. It was 
explained to volunteers why their involvement is important; reinforcing the information they have with 
a flow diagram (Engagement of Community of Place) and were given papers to take away.  The concept 
of the road shows was also made clear in as much as NPSG is trying to reach out to areas and 
communities that have not been reached yet.  They also had advice on ice breakers, how to use the 
map, instructions regards the comments book instead of post-it notes and, should there be questions 
they are unable to answer, they were advised to record it in the comments book and refer it to a Town 
Councillor.  A lead and an assistant have been identified for each roadshow, however, an assistant is 
required for Homer.   
 
A NPSG member is also needed to explain the voting pods to the Primary School event. 
 
The engagement of William Brookes School remains challenging although it was suggested that it can 
be mentioned at a forthcoming Governors meeting.  Whilst it was recognised that approximately 80% 
of WBS are not from Much Wenlock, consideration must also be given to an important time of the year 
at school with regards to exams etc. 
 
MJ and SR were commended for their hard work. 
 
ACTION – Road show leaders and assistants information to be forwarded to DT (MJ/SR)   
 
6. Developing the themes; proposals 
 
Improving Community Services (RS) – issues arose concerning traffic management, flooding, toilets, car 
parking and supporting faster broadband links.  Other issues included using the disused railway line as a 
cycle path and access to Leisure Centre from Gaskell field, although latter was seen as TC issue and not 
NP.  RS is happy to lead on flooding and is looking for 3 volunteers specifically for car parking, traffic 
management and toilets.  GS informed NPSG of Bid UK, which is a national programme to get faster 
broadband.  There is also a plan, with Defra, to get broadband to remaining people that will not benefit 
from Bid UK.  It was suggested that faster broadband links are a TC issue and not necessarily NP 
although it is viewed as a key element in creating a sustainable community. 
 
Action – GJ to arrange for Shropshire Council Broadband contact to speak to RS 
 
Housing Needs (HH) 
This area is much more complicated than ever imagined.  The NPSG need to be aware of some of the 
complexities as, unless informed, it we could raise false hopes and create high expectations.  Next step 
is to arrange a social landlords meeting in order to understand what types of houses are needed.  
Shropshire Council demographics will also be useful.  LD reported that the NP can have a Local Lettings 
Policy i.e. can only let to anyone with a local connection or not.  Group accepted agreeing to build a 
conversation with Social Landlords, and, at this stage, no more volunteers were required for Housing 
Needs theme. 
Action – Arrange meeting with Social Landlords (LD) 
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Jobs & Local Economy (BM) 
5 or 6 volunteers are needed to take this theme forward.  In order to create a broader group, it was 
suggested that all 45 current volunteers be contacted to ascertain which theme they would like to be 
involved in.  Shropshire Council can provide 2 mailing lists, one of which is a list of 150 business rate 
payers, who could be contacted.  It would also be useful to become familiar with Core Strategy.  A 
meeting with Shropshire Council, an Economic Development theme speaking to specialist officers, 
would also be useful.  
 
Protecting our Environment (VB) 
9 sub headings were identified, amongst them being urban design, street furniture etc with a link to 
recreational area, sports fields and the landscape.  The conclusion being that there is not enough space 
for play areas.  ET provided a report from Paul Taylor and papers from the Local Plan which includes a 
landscape assessment for Much Wenlock.  It was suggested the NPSG would like to approach Paul 
Taylor to do another report to include Brockton / Bourton.  Next steps include how to get volunteers 
involved, particularly those with expertise. 
 
Action – Paul Taylor to be contacted (DT)  
Action – Contact Sue O’Dowd (VB) 
 
Sustainable Community (SR) 
Key points for this theme concerned transport, new build, energy efficiency, local food, local shopping 
and 3G.  Its aim is to try and capture bigger things, weaving together with housing and also to find out 
what the community will accept and what they will not.  Already identified 2 volunteers with the 
possibility of 1 or 2 others. 
 
Action - results of traffic and car parking (LD to forward to RS)  
Action - Gill to identify contacts for all themes 
 
It is important to give a structure to all of the themes together with the need for consistency.  Inputs, 
for example, should go back to the Place Plan or Core Strategy and it should be built into future 
documents.   It is recognised that the final document has to fit in with the Core Strategy and therefore it 
is felt that the residents should be more aware of the document and understand it.  Jake Berriman has 
been asked to present on the Core Strategy in order for the NPSG to make a corporate checklist.  NPSG 
will continue ongoing conversation with JB and nationally with Mark Plummer, DCLG.  Whereas 
objections and challenges will always be made a) does it conform/ does it tick consultation boxes? b) is 
it more sophisticated and is it open to more interrogation?  If the latter, it will become a lengthy 
hearing. 
It was agreed that quality is the issue. 
 
Action - GS to remind JB of Core Strategy Presentation 
Action - DT to check Core Strategy and add to website 
Action - List of volunteers to be circulated to Theme Leaders (WB) 
 
With regards to the survey, questions should considered now and need to be ready for March (lighter 
nights).  BM suggested usefulness of seeing model questionnaires 
 
Action - Meeting with Sara/RCC  (BM/CT/DT) 
 
 
7. Engaging Specific Interest Groups 
 

a) Landowners – 2nd Landowners meeting to be held Tuesday 31st January 2012, Priory Hall at 
7pm.   Clarity is needed that these meetings are open to the public. 

Action – Mail shot invites to landowners (DT/WB) 
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b) Statutory Agencies, other bodies – Statutory bodies to be invited to a meeting and asked 

how they want to help with the Neighbourhood Plan.  NPSG is aware that some landowners 
may want to attend these meetings.  If anyone is missing from statutory list, please inform 
DT.  Theme leaders to pick up statutory bodies relevant to their theme. 

 
     Action – GJ asking Hayley Deighton to contact DT 
 
8.    Feedback from NP Committee of 4th January 2012, DCLG, other events 
 NP committee to put a paper into Town Council regarding its budget, suggesting to the Town 

Council that, based on estimates of possible costs, it might need to agree putting aside a 
reserve sum of an additional  5k.  It was reported that the Town Council needs to seek 
assurances from the Government that the Council will not find itself in a lengthy and costly 
court case if challenged legally by Planners.  Town Clerk looking into this matter. 

 
 Mark Plummer, DCLG, has written and suggested NPSG write to Shropshire Council Chief 

Executive, Kim Riley, regarding Severn Trent. 
 
 BM – NP presentation at London was well received although there was not enough time for 

networking. 
 
 BM presenting Neighbourhood Plan to Oswestry Town Council, 10th January 2012. 

 
 Neighbourhood Plan training at Eden Project Cornwall February 2012 – The group agreed that 

this ought to be attended by steering group members and confirmed this should be BM and DT 
 
 
9. Update on any other outstanding actions (all) 
HH has contacted Alan Edwards and Faith Smith who are happy to meet with a smaller group.  FS is 
happy to help and advise with processing of survey.    
 
Thanks were extended to Claire Hughes. 
 
Action – Meeting to be arranged with CT, BM, DT Faith Smith and Sara/RCC 
 
 
10. Date of next meeting – Monday 23rd January 2012, 5.00 – 7.00pm, Guildhall 


