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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Introduction 

The Guildhall is a stunning Medieval black and white Grade II* Listed building.  It was constructed by the 
town’s business community in the mid 1500s following the dissolution of the Priory.   It is still an important 
feature of the town and its heritage should be protected and to this end the building is now registered as an 
Asset of Community Value. 

The Guildhall is open to the public from Easter to the end of October on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Monday.  
The first floor, above the Buttermarket, houses the Council Chamber and the Court Room.  Entrance is free of 
charge. 

The Court Room


For over four centuries this building was the administrative and judicial centre of approximately seventy square 
miles of the former Borough of Wenlock. Justices of the Peace dealt with minor crimes in Petty Sessions, while 
the Recorder “one learned in the law” presided over the Quarter Sessions where more serious crimes were 
tried. The last Quarter Sessions was held in 1951, although the Magistrates’ Courts continued until 1985.  The 
stocks on display in the Court Room were last used in 1852. 

The Court Room now serves as an exhibition space where local artefacts are permanently on display and 
various exhibitions are held each month. 

The Council Chamber


The Council Chamber is still used for Town Council meetings.  Its interior was transformed in 1848, with the 
insertion of magnificent 17th century Oak panelling, salvaged from an unknown local building.  This room too 
contains local artefacts. 

The Buttermarket


The Buttermarket on the ground floor of the building has served as a market under Royal Charter for hundreds 
of years.  Farmers, traders and merchants from the region brought their goods and produce to sell here and 
markets are still held to day.  The iron railings at the front of the market space include a whipping post. 
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Objective 

By preserving the charms of the Guildhall and Buttermarket this project aims to promote and maintain the 
Guildhall as a tourist destination, and encourage visitors to the town to invest in our local economy. 

Planned enhancements will help to:  

improve the visitor experience 
develop local trade 
promote tourism 
increase footfall in the town 
sustain the local economy 

As a market town, Much Wenlock has innate potential to become more vibrant.  

Goals 

This project aims to revitalise the social, economic, and environmental capital of Much Wenlock and attract 
more visitors to the Guildhall and the Buttermarket by: 

cleaning and re-painting the Buttermarket to enliven this historical space and make it more attractive and 
welcoming to visitors and traders.  A brighter and cleaner environment will help to entice new traders and 
therefore a more diverse range of stalls will be on offer to discerning shoppers.   
carrying out essential maintenance works to the Guildhall to preserve this Grade II* Listed building. 

Beneficiaries 
This project will support the local economy and improve the visitor experience. 

Project Outline 
The Buttermarket is dark and dingy and gives an air of oppression.  Project plans include improved lighting, 
new paintwork, and restoration of historic iron railings.  However, before new paint can be applied the existing 
paintwork must be removed since it is not breathable paint.  Due to the age of the brickwork special paint has 
to be applied to prevent further brick deterioration. 
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Works required inside the Guildhall include toilet refurbishment, repairs to floor and windows, intensive 
cleaning, bird proofing and other maintenance works to the outer building. 

All works will need approval by the Conservation Officer. 

BUDGET 

Estimated cost of project  

Then following is a breakdown of anticipated costs to complete the project. 

Description Net cost 
£

VAT 
£

Gross cost 
£

Restoration of iron gates and railings 30000 £	 6,000 £	 36,000

Masonry paint and labour 2000 £	 400 £	 2,400

Removal of existing paint 1000 £	 200 £	 1,200

Plant and equipment 6350 £	 1,270 £	 7,620

Bird proofing 3492 £	 698 £	 4,190

Lighting 1500 £	 300 £	 1,800

Toilet refurbishment 800 £	 160 £	 960

Ad hoc repairs and maintenace 2000 £	 400 £	 2,400

External work 15250 £	 3,050 £	 18,300

Works to floor 1300 £	 260 £	 1,560

Works to ceilings 1500 £	 300 £	 1,800

Glazing repairs 5000 £	 1,000 £	 6,000

Minor crack repairs and refining timber panelling 750 £	 150 £	 900

Woodworm treatment 500 £	 100 £	 600

less grant received -3000 £	 0 £	 (3,000)

Total £ 82,730


