
 

Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
18th March 2013, 5.00pm to 7.00pm, Guildhall 
 
PRESENT    REPRESENTING 
 
Members of the Steering Group 
Bob May    Community 
Charles Teaney   Community 
Liz Thomas   Community 
Cllr. Mike Grace (Chair) Much Wenlock Town Council 
Cllr. Robert Stuart (Chair from 6.30pm) Much Wenlock Town Council 
Cllr. David Turner   Much Wenlock Town Council 
Cllr. Milner Whiteman  Much Wenlock Town Council 
 
In Attendance 
Mary Jacobs   Community 
Gill Jones   Shropshire Council 
 
Minute Taker 
Mike Grace/Robert Stuart 
 
1. Chairman’s Welcome 
 
Mike Grace welcomed those present to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies 
Tim Coleshaw   Community 
Faith Smith   Community (Editor) 
Robert Toft   Community (Minute Taker) 
Rachel Walmsley  Community 
Cllr. Lesley Durbin  Much Wenlock Town Council 
Jake Berriman   Shropshire Council 
 
3. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest, Dispensation or Bias 
 
There were no declarations of interest, dispensation or bias. 
 
4. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 
The meeting agreed to defer consideration of the draft minutes of the meeting of 4th March 
until the next meeting.



 

5. Developing the Scope and Contents of the Plan 
 
To consider public responses to the pre-submission Draft Plan  
 

The Group noted several responses had been received already, including from the Civic 
Society and local residents. 
 
The meeting considered Health Check comments from Locality (received and circulated late 
Monday afternoon) and also from Mark Plummer (received Friday and circulated Sunday). 
These were welcomed by the group as a helpful input to refining and sharpening the 
wording and purpose of the Plan. 
 
Comments were made on the relative importance of these alongside community and other 
comments and that they would need to be considered in the round. 
 
To consider handling of public responses and enquiries  
 
Debate focussed on how to make necessary changes arising from the DCLG/Locality Health 
checks and others.  It was agreed that all, and especially authors, will review these 
statements and then the group would meet to discuss collectively. 
 
It was agreed there was a need to commission further editorial work in light of the changes. 
 
ACTIONS 
 
i) Neighbourhood Plan Committee members to seek agreement of the Town Council on 4th 
April for spend on further work; 
 
ii) Given need for continuity and timescales involved, to commission Faith Smith to 
undertake (perhaps up to two further days) editing on similar terms to previous contract. 
 
 
6.  Plan Timetable and Progress 
 
To review and confirm the Plan timetable  
To consider implications of the timetable and agree necessary actions 
 
The meeting had previously noted the need to gain agreement of the Town Council to any 
changes to the Plan that the Group might recommend in the light of public comments.  
 
The timing of the deadline for comments and schedule of Town Council meetings suggested 
that a special meeting of the Council would be required and the Group agreed to request 
this for 25th April 2013. 
 
This would mean a final document would be required by 16th April 2013 and changes and 
comments would have to be considered between 3rd  and 16th.   
 



 

The Group agreed to have a longer meeting between 5pm to 8pm on 8th April plus a second 
meeting on 15th April 5-7pm to confirm final changes. 
 
ACTION: Robert Toft, Mary Jacobs and Rachel Walmsley to be asked to send 
resumé/copies of relevant comments around immediately after 3rd April deadline had 
passed. 
 
7. Developing the Scope and Contents of the Plan (resumed) 
 
To consider need for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and other statutory 
requirements. 
 
Gill Jones advised still awaiting decision on SEA. 
 
ACTION: Gill Jones to chase definitive answer from Shropshire Council planning colleagues 
on SEA, conformity, human rights. 
 
 The Group expressed concern about the long delay to a definitive steer from Shropshire 
Council on these matters and noted that both DCLG and Locality had flagged this omission 
too. At present the interim steer seems to be that a SEA isn’t required, though sustainability 
appraisal and green leaf motif will need explaining and expanding in the Draft Plan.  
 
The Group thanked Gill Jones for her persistence in trying to get an answer on these matters 
and urged that an early response would be provided. If an SEA for the whole Plan is deemed 
necessary, this request should include a detailed rationale and clarity over the work that 
would be required. 
 
Noted that Andy Mortimer to take on lead role for Shropshire Council planning. 
 
Noted that the assessor had been formally contracted by Shropshire Council as per previous 
discussion with Steering Group.  No date had been fixed for the assessment as yet 
 
To consider and agree the draft Statement of Consultation 
 
Mary Jacobs summarised key changes to the draft version 3, previously circulated, noting 
that comments from Mike Grace on version 2 had yet to be included and invited the Group’s 
views; she especially would like comments from Faith Smith. Mary Jacobs will then rework 
and forward to Bob May for review. 
 
8. Media 
  
The Group agreed to issue a media release for Shropshire Star, Bridgnorth Journal and 
Wenlock Herald to remind people of the opportunity to comment on the Plan. 
 
ACTION: David Turner to review Mike Grace’s draft and send out. 
 



 

9. Agenda items for the Next Meeting 
 
Agreed that these would include:  
 
i) Agreement on legacy issues for formal handover to the Town Council at special meeting 
including;  
 
ii) List of non-Neighbourhood Plan issues (Lesley Durbin); 
 
iii) Management of the website (paper previously circulated by David Turner; 
 
iv) Delegation of powers to ensure process continues smoothly through to referendum. 
 
10. Date of Next Meetings 
 
These were agreed as 8th April 5pm to 8pm and 15th April 5pm to 7pm, both at the Guildhall 
 
The meeting closed at 6.45 pm. 
 
 
 
Signed       Date 
 
Chairman 
 
 


