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GASKELL RECREATION GROUND 
 
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION AND FULL SPECIFICATION OF 

WORKS TO RENEW THE DRAINAGE ON THE GASKELL 

RECREATION GROUND 

 
August 3, 2016 

OVERVIEW 

1. Project Background and Description 
This is a Request for Quotation for and on behalf of the Gaskell Recreation Ground 
Charity (charity number 1116940), selected quotation to be presented to Much Wenlock 
Town Council for approval and associated funding.  

The Gaskell Recreation Ground is suffering from localized floods in different areas 
around the ground. Due to these extremely wet conditions the ground is unusable for 
considerable periods. Local investigative tests have found existing drainage blocked by 
roots, crushed land drains and lack of suitable drains in low lying areas. The Gaskell 
Recreation Ground Management Committee is taking this opportunity to improve the 
quality of the ground by replacing/correcting these faults. Hence this request for a 
quotation, details of the full project scope follow. 

2. Project Site Location: 
Site Location: 3 Station Road, Much Wenlock, Shropshire TF13 6JE  

Known locally as the Gaskell Recreation Ground. 

3. Project Management Team: 
The main team currently assigned to managing this phase of the Project is the Gaskell 
Recreation Ground Management Committee who are:- 

David Gibbon (Chairman), Chris Bowden, Trevor Childs, Herbert Harper (Town Mayor), 
Paul Laming (town councillor), Graham Edgcumbe-Venning (town councillor). 
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4. The main point of contact for this project:  
This is to be via the Much Wenlock Town Clerk Sharon Clayton, who can be contacted 
at the following email address townclerk@muchwenlock-tc.gov.uk or via postal 
communication at Much Wenlock Town Council, The Corn Exchange, 62 High Street, 
Much Wenlock TF13 6AE. 

Telephone communication with the town clerk is available on 01952 727509. 

5. Project Scope 
The full project scope will be operated in four phases:- 

1) Obtain quotations and review and finalize specification of works. 
2) Review quotations and select main contractor. 
3) Resolve local additional funding requirements. 
4) Initiate main contract to agreed time plan.    

6. High-Level Requirements 
• Section 1: Removal of 2 (two) hedgerows & replacement with suitable fencing plus 

make good any damaged ground and drains affected by hedge removal. 

• Section 2: Review requirement to capture, direct and evacuate overland storm 
water flows from adjacent land – indicated in attached specification of works. 

• Section 3: Main sports field areas (football area and cricket outfield area), review, 
specify and install suitable drainage facilities to allow the correct drainage for a 
football area, cricket area and 2 adjacent sports areas. 

• Section 4: Specific additional pipe work requirements for planned future ground 
enhancements.   

• See attached sectionalized Project Scope and specification of required works to be 
undertaken for all sections indicated above. 

7. Deliverables 
A fully documented drainage proposal / planned drain layout. 

A Suitable project time plan is to be clearly indicated with the proposed start date and 
any sub-sectional proposed start dates taking into consideration the following:- 

a) The timing and general difficulties detailed with the specification of works for 
each section. 

b) The possible affected parties and their associated sporting calendars.  
c) The birds nesting seasonal difficulties. 
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The Pricing Quotation broken out as follows:-  

The quotation pricing indication is to be broken out into provisional sums as follows:- 

Section 1: Hedgerow removal. 

a) Hedgerow removal (two hedges, approximately 46m and 27m). 
b) Investigate and rectify any damaged and or blocked drains below hedges. 
c) Make back and make good the damaged grass land area. 

 
Section 2: Overland Flows and Fencing. 

a) Installation of suitable drainage to manage overland flows to suitable 
extraction point. 

b) Installation of matched fencing to existing school boundary fencing to point 
indicated in scope of works. Fencing is at two heights and contains one gate. 
 

Section 3: Main Sporting Areas Drainage requirements. 

a) Drainage of two areas to the side of the bowling green 
i. Left hand side of bowling green area approximately 25m 

squared. 
ii. Right hand side of bowling green area approximately 40m long 

by 15m wide.  
          A provisional sum indication is required for each area. 

b) Drainage of the cricket area (OUTFIELD ONLY – main cricket square is not to 
be touched)  

c) Drainage of the main football pitch area. 
 

Section 4: Unique Requirements for future development of the grounds. 

a) Foul sewer and additional pipework for future ground use. 
b) Associated access points and foul pipe works manholes. 
c) Empty plastic pipe with rope pull through. 
d) Water pipe with suitable connection points at each end. 

8. Potentially Affected Parties 
The Town Clerk will make available a complete list of dates that are irrevocable and 
these will be issued as an attachment to this document (if any exist).  

The General Public.  Please note that this user group has open access to the site 24 
hours per day – the nominated contractor will be required to ensure that the areas of 
work are suitably controlled and cordoned to ensure the safety of the public at all times.  
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Known user groups: Consideration should be given to the following sporting and 
educational calendars when proposing a time plan and schedule of works:- 

The Much Wenlock Cricket Club and associated sporting calendar for the remainder of 
this year (schedule attached). Normal use is between April to September. 

The Much Wenlock Bowling Club and associated sporting calendar for the remainder of 
this year (schedule attached).  Normal use is between April to September. 

The William Brookes School Sports & Leisure facility, its current bookings calendar and 
physical education lesson planning (none currently available but the sports area is likely 
to be used between 08:50 up to 18:00 Monday to Friday term time only). 

9. Specific Exclusions from Overall Scope of works 
The infilling and investigation into the BOREHOLE that currently exists on site is to be 
excluded from this project. This is being undertaken in another separate project. An 
optional output from this specific project may be the inclusion of an additional new 
manhole for the removal of “residual seepage water” from the blocked borehole. See 
Section 2 and the final 2 sentences for a cross reference.  

10. Proposed Implementation Plan 
To be provided by the contractor at time of quotation. The implementation plan is to 
include “time schedule” indication for all stages of work detailed within this document. 
The nominated contractor may choose to have one major upheaval and complete the 
works in one singular time plan. Or alternatively the nominated contractor may wish to 
break out the work into smaller sections with times planned to suit their current 
workloads and associated team’s availability. The committee is open to discussion on 
this matter. It is imperative that the potential contractor gives suitable consideration to 
the sporting calendars indicated previously so as to reduce the potential impact to the 
user groups to an absolute minimum.   

 

 

 

 

 

Continued…  
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11. Scope of works Section 1 – Hedgerow Removal 
Expected activities to be quoted for. 

a) Hedgerow removal (approximately 46m and 27m) and remove waste from 
site. 

b) Investigate, review and rectify any damaged or blocked drains. 
c) Make back and make good the damaged grass land area. 

a. See section 2a before making good the ground in this area. 
Section 1: Hedgerow removal pictograph (2 Hedgerows). 

a) Hedgerow removal (approximately 46m and 27m) as depicted below. 

 

From the road indicated as Station road. The hedgerows to be removed are the ones to left hand side and right hand 
side of the children’s play area as you enter the field from Station Road through the children’s play area main gate.  

These hedgerow roots we believe have invaded three of the drain lines that culminate in the manhole marked 
MH on the plan (see blue arrow in the following plan). Removal of the hedgerow will most likely disrupt the 
pipes in and around this area. The objective is to remove the hedgerow then make back and make good all of 
the root invaded or disrupted drains ensuring that full flows are not constricted in any way, within this area.  
This will involve opening up and correcting a minimum of three drain lines to remove penetrating root 
growth. Initial investigation have found roots coming into the manhole via the pipework. 
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The hedgerows required to be removed are both indicated in green on the extract taken from the ground levels plan 
(see pictograph below), the hedgerow roots are known to have become entangled in 3 of the drains associated to this 
manhole. 

 

The manhole MH is in the lower left hand corner indicated by the large blue arrow. 

This manhole we believe receives water from:- 

1) Shropshire Council land (in front of the bungalow) to the left of the hedgerow in question (which has been 
partially cleared of some root balls). 

2) The William Brookes School grounds (we believe this drain is clear of roots). 
3) The main Gaskell Recreation Ground via the concrete manholes (although this drainage route appears to be 

blocked at this moment). 
4) The Gaskell Recreation Ground via a side entry pipe (which has roots growing out of it at this moment) 

which is occasionally running but very slowly. This enters the manhole to the right hand side when looking 
into the manhole from the fence or road side. 

The out fall from this manhole is directed in to the stream on the opposite side of the road. There is no control over 
the outfall rates or flow. All of the pipes entering this manhole may have been damaged or become entangled within 
the roots of the hedgerow growing along this area. The contractor must ensure that all pipes are clear from any 
ingrowing roots and free from any damage after removing the hedgerow. 

End of section 1 scope of works. 
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11.  Scope of works Section 2 – Overland Flows and Fencing 
Expected activities to be quoted for. 

a) Installation of suitable drainage to manage overland flows to suitable 
extraction point (to carry play area & neighbouring overland water flows). 

b) Installation of boundary fencing to design and style similar to the existing 
school boundary fencing at the point indicated within this scope of works. 

In the associated Pictograph (see left) we indicate with a blue line the proposed position of the boundary “Green” 
fencing (similar to existing school fencing), this is to demark the boundary (referenced in point b above). This is 

covered in more detail further on in this section. Final boundary fencing 
positions will be determined during a site visit to confirm the land 
boundary points. 

To the right hand side of this planned fencing position, we indicate the 
area where the hedgerow has been removed (effectively the white line 
in the picture). It is along here we would like to introduce some form of 
drainage. The intention of this drainage is to collect overland flows from 
the children’s play area and the overland flow from neighbouring land. 

In the diagram shown below we indicate the known overland storm 
water flows with blue arrows. We have suggested a proposed route for 
a suitable land drainage system to be placed (look to the red arrows). 
The type and style of drainage is where we request your professional 
guidance for the best solution with the most cost effective long term 
maintenance options associated to it. 

 

We believe that we can include the outfall of this new drainage proposal into the manhole indicated with a large blue 
dot on the first picture and the letters MH next to the red arrow on the plan above. This may not be considered 
professionally acceptable after a site visit and a second less “busy” manhole may need to be created a little further 
into the plot. This will require a review of levels and associated drainage runs. This new manhole may exist at this 
project start date due to a secondary project to fill in the BOREHOLE.  

Section 2 continues… 
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12. Scope of works Section 2a – Specifically - Fencing 
Expected activities to be quoted for. 

The following pictogram indicates the proposed new sections of fencing required. 

Section A and section B are to be full height (the same height and style as the fencing around the William Brookes 
School boundary). Sections C, D and E are proposed to be 1.2metres in height to BS EN 1176 Anti Trap Bow 
Top Fencing. The triangular seat and associated table on the higher side of the embankment is to be outside of the 
children’s fenced area.  Where the large blue arrow is shown we would like a suitable gateway positioned. There 
must be a suitable flat soft pour area either side of the gate of a suitable size to hold a wheel chair or push chair (with 
brake applied) whilst the care person or parent assisting ferries other  young children through the gate. The area 
must be suitably flat.    

Section “E” fencings height (from the ground) needs to be determined on site. The physical height of the fence panel 
is to be 1.2metres high but the mounting position from the ground needs to be determined based upon a site 
examination and a site levels review.  The area alongside the Section “E” fence section is destined to house other 
activity equipment and the ground levels may need to change or, at a minimum, they will need to be reviewed before 
finalizing the panels final position from the ground.  

   

End of Section 2 scope of works. 
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13.  Scope of works Section 3 Main Sporting Area Drainage Requirements 
Expected activities to be quoted for. 

a) Areas close to the bowling green area. 
i. Left hand side of the bowling club area. These can be 

performed at any time seasonal sporting calendars we believe 
would not be impacted. 

ii. Right hand side of the bowling club area. Seasonal sporting 
calendars need to be considered before work can be 
undertaken in this area. 

b) Cricket outfield area (not main cricket square) – consideration to seasonal 
periods, school terms and club fixtures calendar is required in this area. 

c) Football pitch area - consideration to seasonal periods school terms calendar 
is required in this area. 

Sub Section a) Areas close to the bowling green pitch (points i and ii). 

The left hand side of the bowling club pitch. 
Here we require a 25 metre drainage run (we 
are assuming a herring bone type collection 
pipe pattern off the main drainage pipework 
run. With the main drainage pipe run 
outputting towards an extraction point on the 
cricket outbound field in front of the current 
cricket club. 

 

 

The Right hand side of the bowling club pitch. 
Here we require a drainage plan and have the 
ability to extend it some 60 metres if needed. 
We need to consider the closeness of the 
associated trees. We should not encroach too 
close to the trees with the drainage for fear of 
damaging the trees natural water balance. 
This is however a considerably wet and 
boggy area so drainage is required (again we 
are assuming a herring bone pattern off a 
central spur line. 

The output should fall toward the cricket 
outfield and join up with a main run at the best 
possible point. 

 

Section continues… 
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Sub Section b) the cricket pitch OUTFIELD areas only. 

In the following overhead photograph we show the cricket outfield. We have also clearly 
indicated the main cricket square as an area that must remain untouched. The 
remaining outfield area will need a suitable drainage plan to be developed, agreed and 
implemented, we leave the associated pipe layouts and sizing to the contractor. The 
proposed layouts and outputs of this requested drainage plan will need to consider the 
integration of “other areas and their associated outputs” as described in the other 
sections within this document. It is likely that there may be the need to include specific 
additional linkage points to these additional other drainage sub-sections (for example 
including linkage connections to the left hand and right hand side of the bowling green 
areas drainage proposals) for extracting storm water flows. We have also indicated 6 
trees that must be taken into consideration when designing the plan. The final drainage 
solution must not cause harm to these trees or reduce water sources available to 
unacceptably low levels. 

The yellow line indicates the possible water run to the bowling club – these routes will 
be more accurately confirmed upon a site visit. The electricity cable route is higher up 
and location is unknown so it will need to be detected before digging. 

 

The red line indicates a known water supply from the cricket club house to the cricket 
square. 
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Section 3 continues… 

Sub Section c) The football pitch and future children’s play area. 

In the following FULL overhead photograph of the recreation ground we indicate the 
“old” existing output drainage line across the lower portion of the cricket outbound field 
(approximately 145 metres of French drain/pipe line output across the field – shown as 
a white scaled line). This old drain may possibly be cleared out and used back or it may 
need to be fully replaced. The contractor’s recommendations on this facility are 
expected.  

We also indicate the next area to be drained (the football pitch) depicted by the light 
blue trapezoid. The darker blue arrow indicates a steep inclined embankment up to 
which the drainage should approach but not encroach. A solution in this can be partially 
linked to an extended section overlapping into the cricket outbound area if planning 
schedules and club fixtures allow. 

The contractor’s recommendations for suitable 
drainage solutions for these areas and requirements 
are requested. Please note the “0” point at the start 
of the white measurement line is the first manhole 
from the field’s old drainage system. The second 
manhole is at the 40 metre point along that same 
line. At around the 100 metre point on that line there 
is also a steel topped/holed open drain. At around 
the 145 metre point there is a second open drain 
collection point. It should be indicated that none of 
these facilities seem not to work correctly. Plus; 
should we need to utilize on site storage of storm 
water then the area between the large manholes is 
possibly of a suitable size to contain an 
underground storage facility to contain/release 
storm water at a slower rate if needed.  

End of Section 3 scope of works. 
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14.  Scope of works Section 4 - unique requirements for future ground 
development plans. 

Expected activities to be quoted for. 

a) Foul sewer and additional pipework for future ground use. 
b) Foul pipe works and associated manholes at each end. 
c) Empty plastic 4”pipe with rope pull through + inspection manhole at each end. 
d) Water pipe with suitable connection points at each end. 

This is a specific requirement for placing a set run of service piping routes into the 
ground in a suitable position for future usage. We need to place a foul sewer run, plus a 
4” pipe with a pull through (for electric cables and others) and a standard water pipe 
run. The exact position needs to be as close to the hedge along the bowling green as 
possible so as to reduce possible future disruption to the outfield should any future work 
need to be undertaken. Each run should terminate at each end in a suitable “outlet” 
point (terminated pipe or manhole or inspection point etcetera) to suit the type of service 
feed. For the foul sewer manholes each manhole should have a single addition outlet 
correctly terminated to allow future simple connection points. Each spare outlet should 
point in the direction of the yellow arrows. 

There are two spur lines shown off the main run. These spurs should be terminated in a 
suitable manner (according to service type) at each service outlet point. 

The actual position of the pipe run positions are flexible but the service outlet points will 
need to be confirmed during a site visit. Indicated on the next photograph is one 
possible location for the runs and possible termination points at strategic positions. The 
pipe run distance from one end to the other is approximately 116 metres. This proposed 
pipe run is alongside the bowling club hedgerow. 

 

End section 4 scope of works. 
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15.  Useful known information about “The Ground”. 
1) A site survey of the recreation field has been undertaken and the following information is available. 

a.  Attached is a PDF called “Plan.pdf” indicating the associated site levels. 
2) An investigation into the flooding in the children’s play area has indicated the following:- 

a. Three pipes feeding into the outfall point manhole have tree roots embedded within them.  
i. One was completely blocked and has since had this blockage partially removed.  
ii. One appears to be blocked as rods cannot pass beyond a specific point.  
iii. A third pipe has tree roots seen hanging out of the pipe into the outfall manhole point. 

b. There is an underground spring that fills a tank in the play area to a specific point. 
At a certain point this tank should over flow into a local stream.  
This needs to be investigated to ensure this facility is actually operational. If not operational then a 
suitable overflow needs to be determined and installed. The new overflow (if required) should be 
input to the out fall manhole point. This then directly outputs into the stream. A review of this 
structure is required with a view to determining the integrity and strength of the structure. The 
access security should be reviewed and any faulty components needed to be replaced. 

3) The Gaskell Recreation Ground has previously had a land drainage system installed across the field but, 
some recent investigative digs have indicated the collapse of several of the underground drainage runs, 
creating concerns about its effectivity. 

4) In more recent years the land has been “SLITTED”. We have been advised that this slitting action was at 90 
degrees to the original field drainage plan. Users of the ground indicate that this slitting process was 
considered to be ineffective and concerns are that this process may have further damaged some of the 
earlier previously laid deeper drains. 

5) Associated with these previous drainage facilities. Along the lower edge of the Gaskell Recreation Ground 
there are two 4 foot diameter concrete manholes, a plated drain cover and a road drain cover. These form a 
straight line along the lower edge of the ground and are interconnected via associated pipe runs. Into these 
pipe runs we believe the field’s “old or earlier” drainage was connected. These currently appear to be 
ineffective. More recently one of these pipe runs was “rodded” but this action met with a blockage or a 
collapse. 

6) A fresh water pipe has been laid from the cricket pavilion (indicated later in the scope of works) to a tap off 
point close to the cricket square. The teams should avoid disrupting this facility. 

7) A second water pipe has also been laid from the cricket pavilion to the bowling club house. This facility 
should not be disrupted. 

8) An electricity cable has been laid from either the school or the cricket pavilion (the actual laid path is 
currently unknown). 

9) A septic tank and associated piped outfall has been located in the ground to the rear of the bowling club – as 
this area is not included in the drainage plans at this stage there are no problems expected in this area. 

 

End of known information section.  
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16. High-Level Timeline/Schedule 
Whilst the project management team wish to get the work completed as soon as possible they are governed by two 
specific requirements before issuing the final contract to the selected supplier.  

1) Obtaining suitable quotations so as to be able to go out and obtain suitable match funding for financial input 
for the balance of costs not funded by the Shropshire Council. Approximately 40% of the potential costs are 
available from direct funding. The balance will be required to be funded from the private/public financial 
sectors. 
To support this approach it is imperative that the quotations are valid for a minimum period of 6 months or 
greater so that the public grant aided funding can be confirmed.  

2) Observance of the associated clubs sporting calendars in some sections or areas (cricket and 
football/school calendars specifically).  
This may introduce an offset period of possibly some days or weeks if funding becomes fully available 
during “mid sporting seasons or school terms”. We ask the potential suppliers give consideration to this 
requirement. 

We ask that each potential supplier quoting will indicate a proposal to complete the work required within the shortest 
possible time whilst giving consideration to sporting calendars and seasonal starts and ends and our user base clubs 
indicated schedules (as indicated in previous sections). To manage this and “fit in with” supplier’s schedules we are 
prepared to accept “staggered” completion schedules for each of the following sections should the contractors 
workload require it. We propose to indicate “last match dates” from each of the associated individual clubs calendars 
to the quoting contractors (see attached sporting schedule from Town Clerk) which may impact the potential start 
date by some days or weeks. This may be considered by the winning contractor as useful or not and may or may not 
be of assistance to the contractor.  We ask for indication and comments about this in your final quotation.  

In this initial phase “Obtaining a Quotation” the project team are seeking to determine available time slots and a 
planned schedule of works of the potential contractors quoting based upon the parameters indicated in this 
document (sporting calendars, school terms and club commitments and local funding requirements etcetera). From 
acceptance of the winning quotation, the Town Council and the Gaskell Recreation Ground Management Committee 
will give full contract confirmation and an indicative potential “start date” which will be based upon the supplier’s 
indicated available time slots and then a contract will be issued accordingly.  

Section 1: Hedgerow removal; this can be performed at any time, seasonal sporting calendars we believe would 
not be impacted.  We would however ask contractors to take care to observe any birds nesting if that issue arises. 

Section 2: Overland flows and fencing; this can be performed at any time, seasonal sporting calendars we believe 
would not be impacted. 

Section 3: Main Sporting Areas Drainage requirements. 

a) Areas close to the bowling green area. 
i. Left hand side of the bowling club area. These can be performed at any time 

seasonal sporting calendars we believe would not be impacted. 
ii. Right hand side of the bowling club area. Seasonal sporting calendars need to be 

considered before work can be undertaken in this area. 
b) Cricket outfield area (not main cricket square) – consideration to seasonal periods, school terms and 

club fixtures calendar is required in this area. 
c) Football pitch area - consideration to seasonal periods school terms calendar is required in this area. 

Section 4: Unique Requirements for future development of the grounds. 

 See previous comments about cricket green and outfield and bowling club schedules. 
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The Management Committee’s expectations are to receive quotations before the end of September 2016 with two 
weeks to review and propose changes.  

We expect the selection of a potential contractor to take place in October 2016.  

It is planned that the project finance team will review any additional funding requirements with the possibility of 
scheduling the works to suit funding availability. This particular point is open to discussion during the quotation 
period. 

 

APPROVAL AND AUTHORITY TO PROCEED WITH PHASES 1&2 
We approve the project in principal as described above, and authorize the Management Committee to proceed with 
Phases 1&2. 

Name Title & Position Date 

   

   

   

 

         
Approved By   Date  Approved By   Date 

 

 

 

 

This specification has been prepared by Chris Bowden and was approved by the Gaskell Recreation Ground 
Management Committee on 21 July 2016 (minute no: 7). 


