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Some findings of a survey among Sixth Form students 
at the William Brookes School, Much Wenlock 

 
 
 
 
Context: A cohort of sixth form students was surveyed to ascertain the collective feelings, hopes and 
plans of young people. Undertaken in January 2012 the survey was designed to inform the 
Neighbourhood Planning process and, where possible, to encourage involvement.  
 
The survey was part of the Neighbourhood Planning exercise in Much Wenlock Parish. Most sixth 
form students at the William Brookes School do not, however, live within the Parish. All students 
were, however, surveyed to provide comparability.  The responses were split into three groups; 
those living in the Parish of Much Wenlock; those from Telford and around Broseley and those from 
more widely dispersed settlements, such as Harley and Cressage.  
 
Responses from students resident in Much Wenlock Parish. 
 
Less than 20%, of the students lived in the Parish of Much Wenlock; two thirds of these lived within 
the Town. Almost all were aiming for University entrance.  The responses of male and females were 
very similar.  The students really liked the area in which they lived, valued easy access to the 
countryside and had really liked the schools that they had attended. The females in particular praised 
the area as one in which it was ‘great to grow up’.  Most students were concerned about the lack of 
things to do and wanted eventually to live somewhere offering more for young people.  Despite this, 
less than 40% wanted to live in a large town or city. Less than 50% expressed concern about low 
wages but almost 70% felt that they would probably be forced to leave the area by the high cost of 
housing.  In the longer term almost all identified ‘being able to get the kind of job I want’ as one of 
their highest priorities.   
 
Space was offered for the students to write about what makes the area particularly attractive or 
unattractive to them. This section was used more by the female students, almost all completed this 
section. Almost all of the males left it blank.  Almost all of the comments were about concerns. There 
was no gender distinction in the nature of the concerns expressed. The single most frequent 
complaint among both male and female students was about the lack of adequate public transport.  
The bus services were also regarded as being very expensive.  
 
There were also numerous concerns expressed about the housing situation. It was felt that only the 
older generation could afford houses locally and that the beauty of the countryside was being 
destroyed by the spread of housing, unsuited to the needs of young people. Several students 
mentioned the need specifically for ‘affordable housing’ for young people, although this was not an 
issue raised in the questionnaire. 
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Responses from students living in the built up area in Telford and around Broseley. 
 
A much larger number of students lived in Telford and around Broseley.  Their responses were, in 
many respects, similar to those from Much Wenlock.  However, both in Telford and in Broseley 
families had generally lived in the area longer. The students were also much less likely than those in 
Much Wenlock to feel that they would probably be forced to leave the area by the high cost of 
housing. The contrast in this area of the questionnaire was dramatic. Only one student from Telford 
or the area around Broseley even mentioned lack of housing as an issue. In other respects the 
individual comments were similar. 
 
 
Responses from students living in the more widely dispersed settlements. 
 
Students from the more dispersed areas comprised just over 30% of those surveyed.  They were a 
larger group than those from within the Parish of Much Wenlock but smaller than the group from 
Telford and Broseley.  In many respects their responses were very similar to other groups within the 
6th Form although there were also some special concerns. Only 30% felt they would probably be 
forced to leave the area because of high house prices.  In this respect they had much in common 
with students from the Telford and Broseley area. They shared the concerns of the other sixth form 
students about the poor and expensive public transport. However, they also had some other 
concerns including the poor quality of the broadband and wi-fi provision in the area. One also wrote 
about the poor state of the roads. 
 
Several wrote eloquently about the high quality of the environment in which they lived and of the 
AONB. They expressed a need to conserve the environment, to promote green energy and to avoid 
the threat posed by the unregulated spread of housing onto green spaces. Some specifically 
mentioned the strong sense of community and more than one stated that when they got older they 
would wish to return to live in the area to bring up their own children.  
 
Some quotes from 6th Form Students resident in Much Wenlock Parish. 
 
“Wenlock’s a great place to live but it’s mostly a place for the older community and there’s not a lot 
for young people to do.” 
 
“This area needs revitalising and a younger population, thus requiring affordable housing” 
 
“We need a more frequent and reliable (bus) service that isn’t so expensive.” 
 
Some questions raised by the 6th Form responses. 
 
Unsurprisingly, the study, analysis and interpretation of the responses to the survey have been 
thought provoking. The following are some of the questions which have come to mind. 
 
Is there any significance in the very much higher proportion of 6th Form students in the Much 
Wenlock Parish who felt that they would probably be forced to leave the area by the high cost of 
housing?  If so, why is the high cost of housing more acutely felt by these students?  Does it reflect 
less variety in the housing stock?  Are house prices much higher in Much Wenlock and if so why? Is it 
simply a reflection of higher land prices? Why did students not regard wages as low, rather than 
housing as costly?  Can the Neighbourhood Plan be expected to influence the situation? 
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Why did so many of the students resident in Much Wenlock Parish mention housing in the section of 
the questionnaire allocated for their individual comments?  Unlike public transport, which was not 
even mentioned elsewhere in the questionnaire, housing is probably not an immediate concern for 
these individuals but they raised it frequently.  Was this an issue that they had become aware of at 
home, or in their studies at school?  Had their awareness of this issue simply been raised by the 
initial discussion of the Neighbourhood Plan?  If so, why were students from other areas not so 
concerned about the issue?  
 
HGH February 2012 


