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Minutes of a Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on 29th November 2022 

26/22 
 

MUCH WENLOCK TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Planning & Environment Committee meeting 
 held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, 29th November 2022 at the Corn Exchange, Much Wenlock 

 
 
 

Present:  Councillors William Benbow, David Fenwick (in the chair), Wilf Grainger, Daniel Thomas, Christian Toon, Chris 
Tyler and Linda West 
In attendance: Trudi Barrett – Town Clerk, Mrs Jacky Walter – Plastic Free Much Wenlock Co-ordinator 
 
1. Apologies 
None. 
 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests 
Members were reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which 
they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the Register of Members’ Interests 
maintained by the Monitoring Officer.  
 
3. Dispensations 
None requested.  
 
4. Public Session 
There were no requests to speak. 
 
5. Plastic Free Much Wenlock 
Mrs Jacky Walter, co-ordinator for the Plastic Free Much Wenlock initiative, presented an overview of activities in the 
town.  In March 2021 the Town Council had pledged to support the initiative to make Much Wenlock a plastic free 
community.  Three business champions had signed up: the Hair Gallery, Manor House B&B and the Simple Life 
Unwrapped, and 10 community allies had also been recruited.  A steering group was responsible for overseeing the work 
and Cllr Toon now represented the Town Council on this group, having taken over from the Mayor.  There had been 
participation in events such as the Christmas Fayre and Plastic Free July. 
 

Each year the group needed to continue activities, extend engagement and keep improving.  The target was to add five 
more business champions in the coming year, which would be a challenge.  Existing champions were encouraged to 
increase their actions and all had done so.   More community allies were also required.  The Christmas Fayre Committee 
had signed up and were making great strides to reduce plastic use at the Fayre.  The primary school was already involved 
with the plastic free initiative but little progress had been made with engaging William Brookes School.  It was hoped 
that a meeting could be arranged in the new year. 
 

Councillors expressed their support for the plastic free initiative and thanked Mrs Walter for her hard work and for 
attending the meeting. 
 
6. Minutes  
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee meeting held on 1st November 2022 be 
APPROVED and signed as a true record. 
 
7. Planning Applications 

a. Members considered a response to the following planning applications: 
 

 

22/04955/FUL and 22/04956/LBC 
Bradley Farm, Farley, Much Wenlock 

 

Repair, refurbishment and conversion of barns at Bradley Farm to provide 
holiday accommodation with enhanced accessibility for less able people 
and multi-generational use. Provision of meeting and communal eating 
space for use in connection with the accommodation and for letting on an 
independent basis. 
 

Members noted that two rights of way crossed the property: the 
Shropshire Way (footpath) and the Jack Mytton Way (bridleway).  The 
application stated that the paths would be unimpeded by the 
development. 
It was RESOLVED no objection.  However, the existing rights of way 
should be maintained and appropriate signage introduced to mark the 
footpath clearly for walkers and to prevent any inadvertent parking on 
the path. 
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22/05262/LBC 
16 Barrow Street, Much Wenlock 
 

 

Removal of existing conservatory roof and replace with insulated 
'guardian' solid roof. Roof style to match existing affecting a Grade II Listed 
Building. 
It was RESOLVED no objection. 

 
8. Planning Application for information only 
Members noted the following planning application, which was for information only.   
 

 

22/05019/CPL 
Serendipity, Homer, Much Wenlock  

 

Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the 
proposed remodelling of the bungalow comprising of replacing the flat 
roof with a contemporary-styled flat roof, adding and replacing some 
windows, adding timber cladding, and reconfiguring the internal layout. 

 
9. Planning Decisions 
It was RESOLVED to note the following planning decisions: 
 

 

22/04030/FUL 
Proposed Dwelling to the north of 
Bridge Road, Much Wenlock 

 

Erection of 1no. detached dwelling. 
Decision: Grant Permission 

 

22/04183/FUL 
The Stables, Victoria Road, Much 
Wenlock 

 

Erection of single-storey rear and side extension following removal of 
existing single storey studio building and reduction in height of existing 
stone wall/landscape feature to facilitate the proposed extension 
Decision:  Grant Permission 

 

22/03861/LBC 
Field House, Bourton Manor, 
Bourton, Much Wenlock 

 

Replacement of timber windows. 
Decision: Grant Permission 

 

22/03811/FUL 
The Mill House, Homer Road, Wigwig, 
Much Wenlock 

 

Erection of extensions including two storey extension and associated 
works. 
Decision: Grant Permission 

 
10. Draft Shropshire Local Plan Review 2016 - 2038 

a. Members noted that a written statement could be submitted to the Inspectors regarding Local Plan Matter 2 – 
Duty to Cooperate, without an appearance being necessary at the forthcoming hearing on 17th January 2023.  
One of the Town Council’s ‘Associates’ had submitted additional comments in writing.  It was RESOLVED that 
the Town Council should write to the Programme Officer supporting those comments.   
 

b. There had been no further postings on the Examination website since 3rd November.   
 

11. Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Members considered the merits of an informal review of the Neighbourhood Plan, as previously discussed at the full 
Council meeting held on 3rd November 2022, and whether to undertake such a review prior to approval of the Shropshire 
Local Plan.   
It was noted that if the Local Plan were not approved, Shropshire Council would still have an adequate land supply, and 
the Neighbourhood Plan would still carry weight in planning terms.  Once the Local Plan was approved, this would give a 
firm direction for a review of the Neighbourhood Plan and Shropshire Council would write to the Council at the 
appropriate time to invite such a review. 
 

It was RESOLVED to take no action at present with regard to any review of the Neighbourhood Plan but to monitor the 
situation. 
 
12. Flooding issues  

a. There was nothing to report from the Flood Group, although the Chairman had indicated that any questions 
could be forwarded to him. 
 

b. Members of the Strategic Flood Working Group had met John Bellis, Drainage and Flood Risk Manager at 
Shropshire Council, to discuss the situation at Hunters Gate.   Councillors had raised the point that 39 houses in 
Hunters Gate had been identified as being at risk, and that number was included in the Shropshire Council Place 
Plan for Much Wenlock.  Mr Bellis advised that, following a re-assessment, the number of highest risk houses 
had been reduced to 29.  He was seeking Local Levy funding from the Environment Agency to provide resilience 
measures for these 29 properties.  A business case was to be made in this financial year ahead of completing 
works (subject to funding) in the next financial year from April 2023.  
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 A flood alarm was due  to be installed at Hunters Gate.  
 

 Work had been undertaken to replace a faulty sump, which had caused flooding to one or two houses in the 
 corner of the Hunters Gate development. 
 

 Work was continuing with WSP on the alleviation ponds at Bourton Road and Callaughton.  The importance of 
 maintenance for existing ponds and drains was raised.  
 

 It had been a useful meeting with Mr Bellis and a follow up would be arranged in the new year. 
 

c. Concern was raised about a dropped kerb in Sheinton Street, which exacerbated house flooding.   
 

13. Transport Working Group 
a. Members considered a report from the Transport Working Group, part of which had been superseded by a 

response from Shropshire Council regarding the Gaskell corner feasibility study.  Members discussed the Tasley 
Gateway development and expected funding towards the Gaskell corner arising from the development.  It was 
unlikely that the planning application would be referred to committee as only Much Wenlock Town Council had 
raised concerns about the development and the developer had met all required planning targets. 
 

b. Members noted the response received from Shropshire Council’s Developing Highways Manager with regard to 
the Town Council’s involvement in the preparation of the feasibility study for the Gaskell corner.  It was noted 
that WSP had been asked to contact the Council directly to discuss the work.  As there had been no contact so 
far, the Clerk would follow this up. 

 
14. Climate Change and Ecological/Nature Emergencies* 

a. Members noted that Council representatives would be attending a meeting of Broseley Town Council’s Climate 
Change Action Group on 7th December and would report back thereafter. 
 

b. There were no other relevant matters. 
 
15. Consultation* 
 
16. Street Lighting* 
 
17. Street naming * 
 
18. Footpath/Bridleway Creation Orders* 
 
19. Road closures* 
Members noted the following road closures: 
 

a. Location:   A458 Harley Bank 
 Date/Time:  NEW DATES: 30th November to 1st December, overnight between 8.00pm and 6.00am 
 Purpose: To complete road lining 
 Agency: Shropshire Council 

 

b. A ‘suspension of parking’ had been added to the following road closure: 
Location: High Street, Barrow Street, Wilmore Street, Bullring 
Date/Time: 3rd December 2022, 05.30 – 18.00 
Purpose: Much Wenlock Christmas Fayre 

 
20. Highways matters * 

a. Members noted the situation with regard to planting trees along the A458 on the approach to the town from 
Bridgnorth.  A member of the Tree Forum had met the Shropshire Council highways officer, who had no 
objection to the tree planting so long as the trees were moved further back into the hedge.  However, the 
landowner would not permit the planting until proposals for the housing development in this location had been  
resolved.  An alternative planting site was being sought. 
 

b. Councillor Toon reported that a meeting with PCSO Mal Goddard was yet to be arranged to discuss the use of 
private driveways for speed monitoring in Bourton Road.  Members were keen to explore why this would not be 
possible, as the monitoring would result in no legal action or enforcement, simply advisory letters.  
 

c. It was noted that the introduction of white gates at the entrance to the town to encourage speed reduction 
could be considered in association with the new crossing point on Bridgnorth Road. 
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21. Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)* 
 

22. Stopping Up Orders* 
 

23. Speed Limit Orders* 
 
24. Prohibition Orders* 

 
25. Date of next meeting  
It was NOTED that the date of the next meeting would be Tuesday, 3rd January 2023 at 7pm at the Corn Exchange, Much 
Wenlock.  
	
 

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 
Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the above Act and due to the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted 
it was RESOLVED that the public and press should not be present. 
 
26. Planning Enforcement  
None. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm. 

 
 

 
 

Signed……………………………………………………….……(Chairman)               Date……………………….. 
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19th December 2022 
 

Dear David, 
 
I was very grateful for your reply to my request on behalf of the Civic Society that a Review be urgently 
undertaken of the Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan.  I was certainly not aware that the Planning and 
Environment Committee had already decided to await the outcome of the EIP before proceeding.  I believe 
that members of the Civic Society had also failed to appreciate that this decision had been taken. 
 
Recent unexpected changes: 
 
It was, perhaps, understandable that a decision was taken on an assumption that the Public Inquiry 
would be completed within a matter of months and would then take precedence over the 
Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
These assumptions have recently been seriously undermined by two unexpected events since the last 
meeting of the PEC.  The first of these events means that the EIP is much less likely to be concluded at 
an early date.  The second means that the precedence of the Local Plan over a Neighbourhood Plan 
has been seriously undermined.  Given these changes in circumstances, the committee would, I hope, 
be prepared to re-visit their earlier decision. 
 
The first unexpected development is the collapse of the agreement between the Black Country Councils on 
housing plans.  This is highly relevant since the main purpose of the resumed hearings of the EIP in January 
is widely believed to be to consider whether the Shropshire Local Plan takes full account of the need to meet 
the overspill housing needs of the Black Country.  With disagreement between the different Councils a new 
phase of consultation between Shropshire and the individual Black Country Councils will probably have to 
take place.  This would mean that the schedule for completion of the EIP is likely to be significantly 
extended. 
 
The second and even more important unexpected development has been the decision by the new government 
to withdraw compulsory housing targets for each council.  These have been central to the construction of 
Local Plans, including that in Shropshire.  The Prime Minister has now made it plain that the removal of 
central targets will make Neighbourhood Plans considerably more important. 
 
In 2017 the Much Wenlock Town Council, rather unexpectedly, decided not to review the 
Neighbourhood Plan as they were assured that the Local Plan would take precedence by the end of 
2019.  This assurance proved extremely over-optimistic. The Local Plan has still not been approved in 
2022.  The present Town Council would, no doubt, wish to avoid the same mistake.  The Shropshire 
Local Plan seems unlikely to be approved by the end of 2023.  Even if this did happen, it might not 
take precedence over an up-to-date Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Workload and financial concerns: 
 
It is understandable that there should be some concern in the council about the workload and financial 
implications of any decision to review the Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan. These concerns may be 
based on misconceptions.  
 
The role of the MWTC in initiating any review of the Neighbourhood Plan and in applying for funding is 
crucial.  Once underway Council members are vital mainly in creating a steering committee.  The 
involvement of individual councillors in actually conducting the review may depend upon their own 
enthusiasm.  Most of the detailed work can be undertaken by community volunteers.  Their work would then 
be guided and monitored in occasional formal meetings. 
 
Financial support for developing and reviewing Neighbourhood Plans has long been available.  Applying for 
this support is unavoidably the responsibility of the Council and may demand some additional initial input 
from the Town Clerk.  Once funds are allocated it then remains the responsibility of the Council to account 
for expenditure through the Town Clerk.  Administrative support is normally bought in rather than being 
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reliant on the office of the Town Clerk.  None the less any additional hours in the office of the Town Clerk 
can be costed into the financial support package.  The main costs in conducting the review would probably 
be for reprographics and clerical work.  All of these costs can be included in any application for funds.  
 
Key considerations: 
 
The great benefit of a Neighbourhood Plan is that it is constructed based upon the views and priorities 
of the local community.  The Shropshire Local Plan was constructed quite differently with a focus on 
meeting targets set by central government.  Now that the government has abandoned the central 
targets a review of the Much Wenlock Neighbourhood Plan would protect the interests of the local 
community.   A review does not require or even imply a new beginning.   
 
The community may readily agree to support many of the aspects of the existing Neighbourhood Plan.  
There are, however, new elements demanding careful consideration.  The Declaration of a Climate 
Emergency by Shropshire Council in 2019 means that some aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan may have to 
be amended.  During the same year Much Wenlock Town Council was also alerted to the serious 
implications for flood risk in Much Wenlock of the designation by the Environment Agency of a Rapid 
Response Catchment in the Highest Category. 
 
The Town Council may now consider that assessing the need for a review of the Neighbourhood Plan 
is fully justified by the new situation outlined above.  The Town Council may wish to start the process 
cautiously by inviting interested parties to a meeting. Its aim would be to consider whether a review 
would attract wide enough support and, if so, what steps should be taken to set up a review. 
 
 Many thanks, Howard Horsley 
 
(This document is personal but encompasses concerns expressed by the Civic Society Committee in 
seeking a review of the Neighbourhood Plan.) 

Page 7



Monday, November 28, 2022 at 11:35:39 AM Greenwich Mean Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: Clee Hills Classic Trial- January 22nd 2023

Date: Friday, 25 November 2022 at 10:32:54 Greenwich Mean Time

From: Hannah Lewis-Rhodes

AGachments: image001.png, image002.png, AuthorisaKon for Motor Rally Event Clee Hills Trial

2023.pdf, Route_2023_Map.pdf

Dear All,

 

Clee Hills Classic Trial – 22nd January 2023
 

For your informaKon, I aQach a copy of the authorisaKon issued by the Council to Midland Automobile

Club for permission to drive over/cross public rights of as detailed in the schedule and shown on the

aQached plan during the above named event. The event affects the Parishes of; Easthope, Hughley,

Harley, Much Wenlock, Rushbury & Abdon & Tugford.

 

Please could you inform me if you receive any complaints arising from the event or if it is brought to your

aQenKon that any of the condiKons imposed by Shropshire Council have not been observed.

 

Best wishes,

 

Hannah

 

Hannah Lewis-Rhodes

Rights of Way Mapping & Enforcement Support Officer

Please Note: My working days are Wednesday-Friday
Email: Hannah.Lewis-Rhodes@shropshire.gov.uk

Phone: 01743 255056

 

Outdoor Partnerships

Shropshire Council

The Shirehall | Abbey Foregate | Shrewsbury | Shropshire | SY2 6ND

 
To find out more go to hQp://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk

 

If this is a request for informaKon under the Freedom of InformaKon Act, or similar legislaKon, please submit

your request using our online form, at www.shropshire.gov.uk/access-to-informaKon/request-general-

informaKon/

Shropshire Council logo

****************************************************************************** 

If you are not the intended recipient of this email please do not send it on 

to others, open any aQachments or file the email locally. 

mailto:Hannah.Lewis-Rhodes@shropshire.gov.uk
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ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1988 – SECTION 33 
MIDLAND AUTOMOBILE CLUB – CLEE HILLS CLASSIC TRIAL

22ND JANUARY 2023

Shropshire Council being the local authority for the purposes of Section 33 of the Road Traffic Act 
1988, in pursuance of the powers contained in the said section, hereby authorise the Midland 
Automobile Club to hold the above event over the public rights of way set out in the Schedule hereto, 
subject to compliance by the Club with the following conditions:- 

1. The Club shall, upon being required to do so, make good any damage caused by or arising out of 
the holding of the event to the surface of the highway or to the bridges, stiles, fences, hedges, 
walls or gates on or adjacent thereto. 

2. The event shall be conducted in such a manner that members of the public are not impeded in 
their lawful use of the said rights of way included in the route of the event. 

3. The Club shall provide adequate marshals at the points on the route where it crosses or runs 
along public rights of way to ensure the safety of the public. 

4. The event is not a race or a trial of speed, which is unlawful under section12 Road Traffic Act 
1988. (Please note the Council has no powers to authorise such events and you are reminded 
that any person or organisation taking part in such an event using public rights of way will be 
guilty of a criminal offence) 

5. The Club shall ensure that all motor vehicles competing in the event are adequately insured 
against third party liability. 

6. The Club shall not display or permit the display of advertisements on the highway nor display any 
direction signs or flags other than signs or flags which are solely for the assistance or 
competitors and all such signs and flags, and all other equipment and litter, shall be removed 
immediately after the conclusion of the event. 

7. The Club shall indemnify the Council against all claims which may be made against the Council 
as a result of the giving of this authorisation. 

8. The Club shall ensure that adequate arrangements are made for public safety. 

SCHEDULE 

Easthope Wood:
Crossing FP 0124/12/1 
Crossing FP 0124/7/1 
Crossing FP 0421/13A/1 and 0421/13/1 junction 
Traversing BW 0124/P1/2, 0124/P1/3, 0214/P1/4 
Traversing BW 0421/P9/1 
Traversing BW 0421/P10/1 
Traversing FP 0421/P4/1 

Harley Hill/ Blakeway Hollow 
Traversing BW 0420/11/3 
Traversing FP 0420/P2/2 and FP 0420/P2/1 
Traversing BW 0420/UN5/2 
Traversing BW 0133/1/5 
Traversing BW 0133/UN3/2, 0133/UN3/1, 0133/UN3/3, 
0133/UN3/4 

Coats Wood 
Traversing BW 0554/283/1 
Traversing FP 0554/276/1 
Traversing BW 0554/279/1 

Abdon Liberty 
Traversing BW 0501/6A/33 

At SO 567 962 
At SO 565 960 
At SO 568 964   
From SO 563 960 to SO 568 964 
From SO 568 964 to SO 569 965 
From SO 569 965 to SO 575 970 
From SO 575 970 to SO 575 969 

From SJ 606 003 to SJ 603 000 
From SJ 603 000 to SO 602 996 
From SO 602 996 to SO 603 996 
From SO 603 996 to SO 604 997 
From SO 604 997 to SO 614 997  

From SO 522 928 to SO 528 921 
From SO 522 917 to SO 526 916 
From SO 526 916 to SO 520 907 

From SO 586 869 to SO 586 868 
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Delegated Powers Authority 
Part 8 of the constitution:  

Authority: Jane Trethewey Date: 25th November 2022 

Jane Trethewey 
Assistant Director, Homes & Communities 

Signed: On behalf of: Jane Trethewey - Assistant Director Homes & Communities, Shropshire Council, 
Shirehall, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY2 6ND  

By Nominated Officer: 

Shona Butter 

Rights of Way Mapping and Enforcement Manager
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 https://memory-map.com OS 1:50k Great Britain 2020. Copyright © 2020 Crown Copyright; OS, Licence Number 100034184
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